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ABOUT THE SOCIAL 

INVESTMENT FUND

The Social Investment Fund, one of the main pillars 
by the Authority of Social Contribution - Ma'an, is 
Abu Dhabi’s official government channel to receive 
contributions from the public sector,  private sector, 
and civil society to tackle the most pressing social 
challenges in Abu Dhabi. 

maan.gov.ae | fundraise.maan.gove.ae

(MA ‘AN Abu Dhabi)

THE IMPACT INVESTING 

PUBLICATION

A monthly publication issued 
by the Social Investment Fund, 
the Authority of Social Contribution – 
Ma’an Abu Dhabi

The objective of the publication 
is to promote the impact investing culture 
in Abu Dhabi and the Middle East, and sharing 
the best practices and experience of the Fund 
with international organizations.
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BEING AWARE 

of Different Kinds of Social Impact
management practices           Dr. Maen Altengi, Editor in Chief 2 minutes 

The impact is creating value through change. So, we may 
change for better (positive impact) or for worse (negative 
impact). We may change in society or in the environment.

However, the impact concept is not limited to philanthropy 
or solving problems. Currently, the impact can mean any 
creation of value for society, the environment, and the 
economy; from venture investing in innovative health 
technologies to supporting start-ups; from affordable 
housing to renewable energy; from social entrepreneurship 
to private equity funds that create jobs. 

Each investor will have their own conception of the social 
impact they are trying to achieve. They may have a thematic 
perspective of impact: improved healthcare, financial inclusion, 
educational development, climate change, and so on. The 
investor might want to finance the invention of new solutions 
or improve the business environment of existing businesses. 

There is no specific framework of the social impact. What 
matters is creating value for society, the environment, and 
the economy. Creating such value is not necessary to donate 
or solve a social problem, you may create that value by one of 
these dimensions.
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Investors can create value for society, the environment, and the economy in five categories:

These five P’s create a thinking framework of impact and widen our perspective toward creating value.

PLACE

PLANET

PROCESS

PRODUCT

PARADIGMS

Investments in companies or projects that are located in a particular place 
that have high needs (or benefit a particular group of people). For example, 
investment in a place that has a high rate of unemployment would surely
have a higher impact compared with places that have low rates.

Investments that have a clear and measurable environmental 
benefit, for example, cutting back on water usage.

Investments that pay careful attention to business 
practices and operations, such as using energy-efficient 
production, or ensuring a humane business environment.

Ensuring a humane investments in products or services that 
have positive social benefits, or solving a social problem.

Investments that attempt to change an entire system 
for the better. For example, investing in a series of healthy 
food restaurants may change the eating habits. 
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WHAT IS

Impact Investing?

Impact Investments, Defined 

concept trends          4 minutesRockefeller Philanthropy Advisors

Acknowledgement
This article is brought 
to you by Rockefeller 
Philanthropy Advisors, 
with many thanks.

For many years, philanthropy and investing have been thought of as separate disciplines—
one championing social change, the other financial gain. The idea that the two approaches 
could be integrated in the same deals—in essence, delivering a financial return while doing 
good—struck most philanthropists and investors as far-fetched. 

Not anymore. 

Impact investing, which seeks to generate social and/or environmental benefits while 
delivering a financial return, is expanding as a promising tool for both investors and 
philanthropists. Some estimates value the current impact investing market at nearly 
$9 trillion in the U.S. alone.1 

As the problems societies face become more entrenched and complex, it’s clear that 
government and philanthropy can’t solve them on their own. A look at the amounts of 
capital bears this out: in the U.S., philanthropy is approximately $390 billion,2 government 
spending is $3.9 trillion,3 and capital markets (all debt and equity investments) encompass 
$65 trillion.4 On a global scale, total investments are estimated at $300 trillion.5 

Thus, a 1% shift in global capital markets towards impact investing—or investments that 
work toward social good—could cover the estimated outstanding $2.5 trillion annual 
funding gap to achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).6 
As this example shows, harnessing capital markets can have a huge societal benefit.

Impact investments are defined as investments made 
into companies, organizations, and funds with the intention 
to generate social or environmental impact alongside 
a financial return.7 

While this definition leaves room for a broad set 
of investments, two key elements should be present: 
intentionality and measurement. The investor’s intention 
should include some element of both social impact 
and financial return. And while there is more consensus on 
metrics for financial return on investment (ROI), an impact 
investor should also aim to measure the social impact. In 
essence, all investments make an impact on society; some 
positive, some negative. Impact investors intentionally 
pursue investments that lead to measured positive 
social impact (for the purposes of this guide, we include 
environmental impact in the broader header 
of social impact). 

There are two sides of any impact investing deal: the 
impact investor and the impact investee. The goal is for 
both sides to benefit. 

Impact investing appeals to many potential investors 
because it balances commerce and compassion. It also 
offers a broad range of options, as shown in the following 
diagram. 

Some strategies emphasize financial return while still 
seeking to benefit society. Other approaches put social 
impact first, accepting returns that vary from below-
market rate to a simple repayment of principal.

Philanthropy and investing 
could be integrated: 
delivering a financial 
return while doing good.

The current impact investing 
market is at nearly $9 trillion 
in the U.S.

Globally, total investments 
are estimated at $300 trillion.

Impact Investments
Investments made with the intention to generate 
measurable social impact alongside a financial return 

Impact Investee 
A mission-driven organization (for-profit, 
nonprofit, or hybrid) with a market-based strategy 
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Endnotes:
1. ussif.org/files/SIF_Trends_16_Executive_Summary(1).pdf 
2. givingusa.org/tag/giving-usa-2017 
3. cbo.gov/sites/default/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/graphic/52408- budgetoverall.pdf 
4. sifma.org/research/statistics.aspx 
5. marketwatch.com/storyglobal-stock-market-cap-has-doubled-since-qes- s t a r t -2 015 -0 2 -12 
6. weforum.org/agenda/2016/07/blended-finance-sustainable-development-goals 
7. thegiin.org/impact-investing

Finding one’s place along the spectrum is a key consideration for any impact investor. At the far right, one motivated primarily by social 
impact might make a low interest loan or recoverable grant to a charity. At the other end, a financially driven approach might lead to 
an equity investment in a public company based on its integration of corporate social responsibility (CSR). 

Impact investments can be as straightforward as banking with a community-based financial institution that helps to expand economic 
opportunities for low-income stakeholders, or supporting entrepreneurs in the developing world through a micro- finance fund. 
Some of these types of investment, for example, solar power, have been around for decades.

Impact investments can also be incredibly complex, sometimes creating new financial vehicles or new types of arrangements between 
partners. These pioneering deals—which could include infusing capital into startup social enterprises, for example, or investing in 
pay-for-success contracts—often require expert advice, especially for newcomers. 

Impact investments can help to expand economic opportunities for low-income 
stakeholders, or supporting entrepreneurs.

Finance Only

Traditional 
Investing

Intention

Examples

ESG screen 
added to 

an existing 
investment

Thematic 
market-rate

investment in 
a for-pro�t

Finance First

Equity PRI 
in a hybrid 

(e.g., bene�t 
corporation)

Impact First

Low-interest 
loan to a 

nonpro�t

Impact Only

Traditional 
Philanthrophy
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THE 9 PRINCIPLES 

of Impact Investing
management practices           2 minutes 

This content is brought to you by 

Operating Principles for Impact Management 

- International Finance Corporation, with 

many thanks.

The Principles are intended to be a framework 
for investors for the design and implementation 
of their impact management systems, ensuring that 
impact considerations are integrated throughout 
the investment lifecycle. 

They may be implemented through different types 
of systems, each of which can be designed to fit 
the needs of an individual institution. They do not 
prescribe specific tools and approaches, or specific 
impact measurement frameworks. The expectation is 
that industry participants will continue to learn from 
each other as they implement the Principles.

The Principles are scalable and relevant to all types of 
impact investors and sizes of investment portfolios, 
asset types, sectors, and geographies. The Principles 
may be adopted at the corporate, line of business, 
fund, or investment vehicle level. Asset managers 
with a diverse set of investment products may decide 
to adopt the Principles for only specific funds or 
vehicles that they consider impact investments and 
need not adopt the Principles for the entirety of their 
assets. As well, asset owners that invest in bonds, 
funds, and other investment vehicles may apply the 
Principles to their own investment processes. The 
Principles do not have to be followed by the investee 
company, fund, or asset.

The way in which the Principles are applied will vary 
by type of investor. Asset owners and their advisors 
may use the Principles to screen impact investment 
opportunities. Asset managers may use the Principles 
to assure investors that impact funds are managed in 
a robust fashion.

The Principles are for the design and implementation 
of impact management 

The Principles may be adopted at the corporate, 
line of business, or fund or investment vehicle level
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THE 9 PRINCIPLES 

of Impact Investing

9. Publicly disclose alignment with the principles and  
      provide regular independent verification of alignmnet.

INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION

STRATEGIC INTENT
1. Define Strategic impact objective(s)  
      consistent with the investement strategy.

2. Manage strategic l/c impact on a portfolio 

3. Establish the manager's contribution 
      to the achievement of impact
4. Assess the expected impact of each 
     investement, based on a systematic approach.

7. Conduct exits considering the effect 
     on sustained impact.

8. Review, document, and improve decisions 
     and processes based on the achievement 
     of impact and lessons learned.

5. Assess, address, monitor, and manage 
     potential negative impacts of each investment.

6. Monitor the progress of each investment 
     in achieving impact against expectations 
     and respond appropriately.

ORIGINATION & 

STRUCTURING

PORTFOLIO 

MANAGEMENT

IMPACT AT EXIT

To read more about the 9 principles, please visit: www.impactprinciples.org 
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HOW OUR CONTRIBUTORS CREATED 

THE HUMANITY IMPACT:  

Together We Are Good programme
impact story 2 minutes

The coronavirus pandemic has changed our life, our children, schools, jobs, and everything, except our humanity. “In this hour of need, 
I feel it is human to contribute either in cash or in-kind to their capacity to show gratitude to Abu Dhabi”, says Prasad, an Indian expat who 
has lived in Abu Dhabi for 20 years.

Responding to human responsibility, at the beginning of the pandemic, in March 2020, Ma’an launched its flagship “Together We Are Good” 
(TWAG) programme. Its objective was to channel community contributions to those most affected by the pandemic.

By September 2020, the value of the fund had risen to an estimated 1 billion AED, which takes into account both financial and in-kind 
contributions. “The campaign proves that resilience, solidarity, and social responsibility are all aspects instilled in members of our society, 
and for that, we feel safe knowing we can come together as one in even the most challenging of times,” said Amal Yousif, a staff nurse. 

What’s next? 
Join Our Pursuit for a Better Future:
• Continue to support community needs during Covid-19 and beyond.
• Become a bridge for all sectors in Abu Dhabi by building meaningful partnerships.
• Nurture and grow a shared sense of generosity in Abu Dhabi.
• Work across the community to build a thriving & sustainable third sector.

Health FoodEducation Basic needs

439M+
AED raised in financial 
contributions

contributions (financial and in-kind) 
from individuals, government agencies 
and the private sector

volunteers supported 
the community campaign

people received educational assistance, 
medical supplies, food and basic needs

30,000+

6,500+ 400,000+
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There is no specific 
framework of 

the social impact. 

What matters is 

creating value 

for society, the 

environment, 

and the economy.

Dr. Maen Altengi
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THE SOCIAL 

INVESTMENT 

FUND ABU DHABI: 

The Business Case 

of Sustainable Impact

The impact is making a change in society and the 
environment. That change should be positive, 
significant, and sustainable. To do that, we need to 
generate sufficient and sustainable funds. Thus, 
investors and philanthropists worked together to 
create the social investment fund concept, which 
is generating a financial return of the contributions 
alongside creating social impact. This innovative way 
of thinking is applied in Abu Dhabi successfully. The 
Social Investment Fund, administered by Ma’an, is 
Abu Dhabi’s official government channel to receive 
contributions from the public sector, private sector, 
and community to tackle the most pressing social 
challenges identified in the Emirate, alongside 
creating a financial return. 

How Does the Social Investment 
Fund Operate? 
The Social Investment Fund is innovatively designed 
to gather contributions from different segments 
in the community, i.e. public sector, private sector, 
and individuals. It invests part of the contributions 
to create sustainable financial returns, and invests 
the rest to invest into third sector entities and social 
causes in Abu Dhabi. Thus, the financial model of the 
Fund is aligned with the concept of impact investing. 
The investment decisions are aligned with the United 
Nation’s Social Development Goals and the priorities 
of the Department of Community Development 
in Abu Dhabi.

impact story 2 minutes
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WHAT MAKES THE SOCIAL 

Investment Fund Distinctive?

fundraise.maan.gov.ae
VISIT

First fund of its 
kind in the region 

to apply the impact 
investing model

Applying transparency 
standards & 

management best 
practices through 

impact measurement 
and management

Provides a 
sustainable 

source of funding
for social causes

Complements
 the role of government 

in addressing societal 
challenges and provides 

a tool for government 
entities

Nurtures the 
impact ecosystem  
& catalyzes growth

in social enterprises

Strengthens community 
participation by attracting 

contributions from 
different sources

Supports SMEs 
development 

and job creation

https://fundraise.maan.gov.ae/campaigns/organs-donors-support/
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Organs Transplant 
Support Program
In the UAE, 4,000 people are currently in need of an organ 
transplant. The Program supports the activities of the 
National Program for Organs and Tissues Donations. It 
aims to cover the costs related to organ transfers and 
enhance our community culture and perception of organ 
donations.

We were proud to launch the At Your Own Pace community 
run welcoming over 500 participants joined in the fun and 
healthy activities and inspired our community. Together, 
we made a lasting positive impact on society.

With your help now we will be able to provide hope and 
save the lives of many affected patients.

SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN:

IMPACT STORIES 

in Abu Dhabi

Orphans Support Program
This program is designed to support orphans in the emirate 
of Abu Dhabi, to empower and ease their integration in 
the community. It aims to provide orphans with the needed 
social support through tailored educational and family 
support programs to over 300 orphans in Abu Dhabi. 

We launched during the month of Ramadan “Together For 
Every Orphan” campaign aiming at fulfilling the dreams 
of over 300 orphans of one day becoming a doctor, an 
engineer, a scientist… and to have the same opportunities 
as any other member of our community. The campaign was 
launched in Yas Mall by Aldar, which has provided valuable 
support and been a great asset to the campaign. We’ve 
also translated the story of Maryam into a powerful and 
heart-whelming animation.

Together we can make a lasting impact. 
Together we can shape a future.
SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN:

fundraise.maan.gov.ae
VISIT

6683 for AED 100
6388 for AED 50
6871 for AED 20

SMS

#TogetherForEveryOrphan

fundraise.maan.gov.ae
VISIT

BANK TRANSFER
Bank Name First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB)
MAAN ORPHANS SUPPORT PROGRAM
IBAN Number  AE710351011003988349001
SWIFT  NBADAEAA

BANK TRANSFER
Bank Name First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB)
Name MAAN ORGANS TRANSPLANT SUPPORT
IBAN Number  AE440351011003988349002
SWIFT  NBADAEAA

https://fundraise.maan.gov.ae/campaigns/orphans-support-program/
https://fundraise.maan.gov.ae/campaigns/organs-donors-support/
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“ We are pleased to participate in 
the “At Your Own Pace Run” and to 
contribute to an important cause 
like the Organ Transplant Campaign; 
We look forward to support future 
initiatives by the Authority of Social 
Contribution – Ma’an”

Abdulla Al Blooshi, 
Desert Shield Fitness

“We make a living by what
 we get, we make a life 
by what we give”

Coffee Architecture

CONTRIBUTORS

Making An Impact

WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO

The Social Investment Fund will continue to provide 
much-needed innovation and support and we believe,
that together, through our collective spirit, we can
 provide maximum social impact today, tomorrow, 
and well into the future.”
Her Excellency Salama Al Ameemi, 
Director General of the Authority 
of Social Contribution – Ma’an

Individuals

Corporates

Local SME’s

Sheikh Hamad Sultan Al Darmaki Dr. Abdul Qader SankariH.E. Sultan Bin Rashed Al Dhaheri
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maan.gov.ae

(MA ‘AN Abu Dhabi)

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND STORIES 
And we’ll aim to publish them
sif@maan.gov.ae

JOIN OUR CAUSE

MAKE AN IMPACT

You can contribute by:

Alternatively, reach us at:
Phone: 800 56226
Email:fundraising@maan.gov.ae

Contribute to the Social Investment Fund 
BANK TRANSFER
Bank Name First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB)
Name MAAN AUTHORITY
IBAN Number  AE950351011003988349054
SWIFT  NBADAEAA

Online
Contribution

fundraise.maan.gov.ae

To learn more, download 
our Response Report:

Join our cause, 
make an impact:

http://fundraise.maan.gov.ae

